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An Ouled Nail girl, wearing a dowry of gold coins, stares into the camera. Lehnhert & Landrock, Algeria, 1922
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A woman draped head to toe in a red chadri—a traditional Islamic covering—carries goldfinches on her head in Kabul. Almaz, 24, a fashionable project manager in Lagos, Nigeria, poses with her cigarette outside the African Artists's Foundation.
Thomas J. Abercrombie, Afghanistan, 1968 Robin Hammond, Nigeria, 2014
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IN CONVERSATION WITH

“Unflinching, unswerving, fierce intellectual determination ... to define
therealtruth of ourlives”: That'sthe high bar that playwright Harold Pinter
set for writers in his 2005 Nobel acceptance speech. It's also the criteria
for awarding the annual PEN Pinter Prize, which in 2018 went to Chima-
manda Ngozi Adichie. The Nigerian novelist and essayist—whose books
include Purple Hibiscus, Half of a Yellow Sun, Americanah, and Dear ljea-
wele—has received honors such as the National Book Critics Circle award
and a MacArthur Foundation “genius grant.” She'sa starto TED audiences;
her 2012 TED Talk “We Should All Be Feminists” was made into a book. In
accepting the Pinter prize, Adichie noted that she's been criticized for
her stances: championing women'’s rights, decrying Nigeria’s criminaliza-
tion of homosexuality. A journalist advised Adichie that her fans might

prefer that she “shut up and write.” To date, she shows no sign of doing

Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie, photographed by Erika Larsen, January 28, 2019.

the former, and every intention of continuing the latter.

SUSAN GOLDBERG: What do you think is
the mostimportant challenge facingwomen
today?

CHIMAMANDA NGOZI ADICHIE: It's really
difficult to narrow it down to just one. |
would say women’s autonomy over their
bodies—and by this| mean a broad range of
things. Not just reproductive rights, but
including the scourge of domestic violence,
and also the lack of proper legal protection
for women globally.

SG: And what do you think is the most
important thing that needs to change for
women in the next few years?

CA: We need to have more women in posi-
tions of decision-making—politically, eco-
nomically, in every way. More women'’s
representation will result in more diverse
decisions, decisionsthat incorporate women'’s
experiences. | don't think having women in

positions of power means that the world is
going to be perfect or that conflict will be
eradicated. It just means that the concerns of
half of the world’s population will finally be
center stage.

SG: What do you think is your own greatest
strength?

CA: | think it's maybe my ability to deal with
complexity. That | am comfortable with gray,
| don't need for things to be white or black. |
believe in nuance. | look at the world and
know that it's complex, and that things don't
have to be simpleto be understood. And that
| am not uncomfortable with things being
complex and difficult. | think part of that is
because of my socialization as a woman.

SG: Could you say more about that?

CA:Women are socialized to be carekeepers,
to find ways to solve conflicts. Women are
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Mary Lengees embraces Suyian, one of the first elephants rescued at Reteti Elephant Sanctuary. Amy Vitale, Kenya, 2016

THROUGH

THE LENS

‘ve been on a mission to tell stories that

remind us all of how much we share, rather
than ones that emphasize our differences.
Here, Mary Lengees, one the first female
elephant keepers at Reteti Elephant Sanc-
tuary, caresses Suyian, the first sanctuary
resident. Retiti lies in a thorny scrubland in
northern Kenya and is saving elephant
lives and women's lives. Run by the indig-
enous Samburu people, the sanctuary is
breaking stereotypes and pushing the
boundaries of women'’s traditional roles in
Kenya; it has become a catalyst for chang-
ing the way communities view one another.
(For instance, two young men recently
traveled 12 hours by foot to the sanctuary
because they had to see a woman with
suchanimportant job with theirown eyes.)
Photography isa powerful medium. It tran-
scends language, creates understanding
across cultures, and can make sense of our

commonalities in this world we share. m

AMI VITALE
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Proving age is just a number, 79-year-old Foofie Harlan performs a headstand with her retirement community dance team.
Joanna B. Pinneo, Phoenix, Arizona




Die besten Frauenportrits aus der National-Geographic-Collection
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